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Objective of Presentation

• Raise awareness of History of Birkenburn, Keith.

• Seek confirmation of research and sources.

• Identify further options for research nationally & locally.

• Collaborate with local based historians and groups.

• Take further research forward with a view to publication of “The 
Story of Birkenburn”.
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What is my Interest in Birkenburn?

National Records of Scotland - Baptisms (OPR) Scotland. Botriphnie, Banffshire. 1793. 148/00. 010. 
286. www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

National Records of Scotland – Deaths (CR) Scotland. Forgue, Aberdeenshire. 1857. 148/00. 010. 286. 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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Will – John Stuart of Birkenburn, 1842

“Secondly to make payment to my reputed Son, 
James Stuart, presently servant at Auchaber in 
the Parish of Forgue the sum of Five Hundred 
Pounds Sterling within six months after my 
death and to deliver to him within the same 
period all my shirts and other wearing apparel.”

National Records of Scotland, Edinburgh
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Records & Sources
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Location of 
Birkenburn – 

2024
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Birkenburn, 
Bleau Map – 
1654

Gordon, Robert, 1580-1661; Blaeu, Joan, 1596-1673
. Duo Vicecomitatus Aberdonia & Banfia, una cum Regionibus & terrarum tractibus su...

National Library of Scotland
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Bulloch, House of Gordons, Vol II

The Lairds of Birkenburn
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Birkenburn – History
• 1st Laird was Alexander, 3rd son of James Gordon of Lesmoir.

• Bishops of Moray grant Birkenburn to Alexander in 1556-57.

• Six successive Gordon Lairds to William Gordon died 1740.

• Succeeded by eldest daughter Magdalen, married to Revd John Stuart of Lhanbryde.

• Son John became 8th Laird – “mean capacity who muddled his property away.” (Bulloch, 
House of Gordon, Vol 2)

• Some evidence of investment in Slave Trade in Jamaica.

• Estate expands – inherited Oxhill in 1790s – sold abt. 1795.

• 1822 – John Stuart becomes 9th Laird (and final) of Birkenburn.

• Sells Estate to Lord Seaforth in 1825. Invests in property in local area.

• Lives out in FifeKeith with his three spinster sisters. Dies in 1842.

• 1872 – Mary Stuart nee Stephen dies - Last of the Stuarts of Birkenburn.

Coat of Arms of 
Alexander Gordon of Birkenburne – 1672

Public Register of All Arms & Bearings in Scotland
Image – wappenwiki.org
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Birkenburn Estate Maps

Birkenburn Estate Map – John Stuart – 1824 Birkenburn Estate Map – Earl of Seafield– 1826National Records of Scotland RHP11872 & RHP11870 – With 
kind permission of the Seafield & Strathspey Estates
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Birkenburn Main House & Garden - 1826

Aberdeen Press & Journal. 16 July 1834. p3a. British Newspaper Collection. 
www.findmypast.co.uk

Birkenburn Estate Map – Earl of Seafield– 1826
National Records of Scotland
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Birkenburn Farmhouse - 2024

Ordnance Survey Map – Leisure (1:50000) 
National Library of Scotland

Google Street View – Oct 2014
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A ROYAL GENEALOGICAL CHALLENGE!!!!

“It will thus be seen that the Gordons of Pitlurg and the Gordons of 
Birkenburn were the Descendants of A King of England and A Queen 
of Scotland in the following line of ancestral…..Alexander Gordon of 
Birkenburn, the great great grandson of Queen Jane [Beaufort] who 
was the grand-daughter of Edward III.”

Book of the Chronicles of Keith, Rev J Gordon
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THE WAY AHEAD

• Further research of deeds and court records.
• Research of family members and relationships with other local 

families.
• Evidence of business interests of John Stuart Esq.
• Any evidence of involvement in Slave trade.
• The Royal Connection?
• Production of final report.
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