The Story of the Lecht Mine

Jennifer Stewart i Tomintoul & Glenlivet History Group

Mark Johnston T Head Ranger, Glenlivet Estate (Crown Estate Scotland)



g éEi/or’n Kinnaird Hea
? Buckie Rosehearty
Ctonatsy 5 A990| 108
Nairn Fochabers
) 2 A :
7

<
N
%“

Grantown
-on-Spey A

ENT

7

Aviemore [/ ,;: N b
1 D ’ i
ABERDEEN 5o [Bride

Cairn Gorm ) m‘

7 . 1244m )
7 Cairngorm , 5 B rking -

4P

..... [\~

i
Crown™ .
Scotlar’
Oighreachd a'\(

Minor road Youth hostel E
Track Coniferous woodland
Footpath Deciduous woodland
I Mast Forestry Commission owned
© Aolemach Mgt ey Lod 17 0 1 2 3t
ry 100019722 You T T T
10 copy. sub> Icense, Catrite or sed any of tha data 1 2 3 4 8 ometres



( \ \ \
\\ \\ \\ \
~o \ \ |
T~ \\ \I | |
— / |
\\ \\ ]/ / /
= L // // // /
Pl T s / //
Vol / -7 7y
(S I, .7 7
O T T A / 4
(R A 7 /)
N / /
P / /
| /
yirr 1l
Y, // , /
AV A v /
s 1 / /
s / /
s 7 7/ 7 /
7 v / / /
/// // ///
7
// // // Of t e
/ /
/ / I l
/
/ s/
s
s
s

Lecht Mi




Mineral occurence types
(for explanation see Table 7)
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Devonian and younger rocks

Caledonian igneous rocks

Southern Highland Group

Argyll Group

Appin Group

Grampian Group and Central
Highland Migmatite Complex
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ork Buildings Company

EEOPOLD CLASSIC LIBRARY

The York Buildings Company:
\ Chapter in Scotch History

David Murray




Historical Sources

( The Company) were fie the
profligate set that ever w
extravagances were great indeed, with 120 working

horses, wagohs$&sawron mil |

They used to display their vanity by bonfires, tar
barrels, and opening hogsheads of brandy to the
country people, by which 5 of them died in one
evening. o0

+ Rev John T8eGldrStatistical Acoount of Scotlandd ( Vo |
13,1794, p. 133)
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Lecht Mine:

Manganese
1840-1846




Lecht Mine

Manganese

WELCONE

The story of the mine

In the 17305 men worked here digging for iron ore.The ore was taken 20 miles
on horseback over the hills to Nethy Bridge where the metal was extracted.
The business lasted just seven years before it collapsed.

In 1841 the mine re-opened. This time up to 60 men and boys dug for
manganese used for making bleach. It is the largest manganese mine ever
worked in Scotland.

Mine shafts were driven into the hillsides and an eight-metre waterwheel
powered the two-storey crushing mill. The mine closed in 1846 when the price
of Scottish manganese dropped from £8 to £3 per ton.

For a brief moment in 1863 there was a chance of re-opening the iron ore

mine but there was no money to build a railway line to Tomintoul to transport
the iron ore.

How did the mine work

Metal was separated out from the ore. Ore i the name for the soil or rock that contains the metal.

@ Moo workars Beought manganese ore into the mil © Sumps o rammer mils crushed the ore into powder.
Ore was dropped becwaea maviag crushers calied @ Vaterwhesl provided all the power for the machinery.
Cornsh Rolis.

@ Ore was pus iev0 hand jigs flled with wacer. Lighter rock

© The ore fell into & perforated drum or crommel which floated 1o the top. Heavier ore sunk to the battom.

separated cut larger hangs

@ e ore was drained, dried and taken to Buckle on the
coust. From thera & was shipped to Newcaste snd used
zmmmn.

@ Bigger lumps of ore were pes back keco the Cormish Rols

Working the iron

Irn ore from the Lecht was taken to Nethy Bridge and selted using charcoal from the pine woods of
sty Abernethy There & was forged into bar iron for use in buildings and other Industrial products.

Huge hammers (above) ware uted to crush the iron The top part of this cheese press was made in 1730
ore before smehing it into pig (¢rude) iron. These two using iron from the Nechy Bridge iron mil
hammer heads remain in Nethy Beidga




How did
the Mine
work?



